
 
 

Lake John Association (LJA)     Board of Directions (BOD) 
President​​ ​ ​ Joleen Sytsma 
Vice President​                                  Open 
Treasurer​​ ​ ​ Jon Bigalk​  
Secretary​​ ​ ​ Kelly Kosloski​  
 

Section 1 Representative​ Leanne Liebsch 
Section 2 Representative​ Neysa Silver​  
Section 3 Representative​ Kim Droegemueller​  
Section 4 Representative​ John Greenwood​  
Section 5 Representative​ Jim Vos​  
Section 6 Representative​ Kim Larson ​  

MEETING MINUTES - JUNE 9, 2025 
6:30 pm at Southside Township Hall, Annandale MN​

APPROVED JULY 14, 2025 
 
BOD Present ​ ​ Bigalk, Droegemueller, Greenwood, Sytsma, Kosloski, Sytsma, Vos  
BOD Absent​ ​ Liebsch, Silver 
Members Present​ Steve Benzschawel, Amy Chouinard, Bob Fleskes, Elaine Fleskes,​
​ ​ ​ Deb Johnson, Marv Johnson, Gerry Larson, Kim Larson, Michelle​
​ ​ ​ Ryan, Chuck Wachter​
Others Present​ Melissa Gronseth​
 

REGULAR BUSINESS​
 
1.​ CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL​

Sytsma called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with those in attendance invited to recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance.​
 

2.​ APPROVAL OF AGENDA ​
Motion: To approve the agenda as presented. Seconded and Passed with unanimous consent.​
 

3.​ APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES  FROM MAY 12, 2025​
Motion: To approve the minutes as presented. Seconded and Passed with unanimous consent. 

 
4.​ BOARD POSITIONS 

a.​ Appointment: Section 6 Representative Kim Larson​
Motion: To appoint Kim Larson as Section 6 Representative. Seconded and Passed with unanimous 
consent.​
 

b.​ Conflict of Interest Policy & Signature​
The LJA Conflict of Interest Policy was signed by Larson post-meeting.​
 

5.​ REPORTS 
a.​ Treasurer 

i.​ Financial Report for January 1-May 31, 2025 ​
Bigalk presented the financial report. Key highlights included:​
Account Balance: $44,146.50 as of May 31, 2025. Membership Dues: 99 members have paid 
dues to date, consistent with previous year’s participation. Form 990 Filing: Completed and 
presented. 2024 Financial Audit: Completed.​
Acknowledgement: Appreciation was extended to Jean Sutherland and Elaine Feskes for their 
service as internal auditors. 

 
b.​ LID - May 15, 2025 Meeting​

Kosloski provided the following updates from the May 15th meeting. Key highlights included:Water 
Treatments: All scheduled water treatments for the season have been completed. Fireworks Study: 
The fireworks impact study has been completed. Board Appointment: Rob O’Connor has been 

 



 
appointed to fill the LID board seat previously held by Alan Isaacson. Budget Adjustment: The LID 
budget for the Bog Removal and Emergency Fund was reduced to a revised total of $4,555. 

 
c.​ Lake Quality Monitoring  

i.​ Month of May Environmental Testing & Water Lake Level​
Kosloski provided a water quality report focused on phosphorus levels in Lake John with a slight 
Increase in 2024: the 2024 average phosphorus level rose slightly to 22.24 µg/L, above both the 
2023 level and the 5-year average. Stable Long-Term Trend: The 2024 reading remains in line 
with the 10-year average of 22.15 µg/L, indicating relatively stable nutrient input over the past 
decade. Environmental Implications: While not drastically elevated, the consistency in levels 
above 20 µg/L suggests ongoing vigilance is needed to manage runoff and shoreline practices 
that contribute to phosphorous loading. Kosloski noted water levels continue to remain above the 
Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) with both the five- and ten-year comparisons for May 
indicating rising water levels, with May 2025 continuing this trend. While the increases are not 
dramatic, they are consistent and may warrant ongoing observation to determine long-term 
impacts on shoreline conditions, aquatic habitats, and lake management practices. Discussion 
emphasized the importance of continued monitoring and understanding trends affecting lake 
health.​
 

ii.​ Culverts Statuses: 68th Street & County Road 3 (Cty. Rd. 3)​
Vos reported that approximately one week ago, the DNR landing creek from Goos Lake was 
flowing into Lake John at a steady rate due to recent rainfall. Cty Rd 3 is experiencing some flow, 
but it does not appear to be functioning optimally. The south side of Cty. Rd. 3 is flowing well. 
The culvert at 68th is discharging effectively.​
Action: Vos will meet with Cody Sedbrook from Wright County Highway Department to inspect 
the sediment levels and flow conditions at Cty. Rd. 3. Although Vos does not anticipate any major 
issues, the evaluation will determine if further action is necessary.​
 

d.​ Migrating Bogs ​
There were no reports of nuisance or migrating bogs. 

 
e.​ Fish & Wildlife 

No new updates since the previous meeting.Members were reminded to maintain a respectful distance 
when viewing the eagle’s nest, loons, and loon chicks (baby loons) to avoid disturbance.​
 

f.​ Recreational Activities​
2025 MN Boating Guides will be provided to members at the annual meeting.​
 

g.​ Section Representatives 
i.​ New Property Owners​

No new property owners were reported.​
 

ii.​ Property Developments 
Formal Notification Received: The Lake John Association (LJA) was formally notified of two 
public variance requests: Rob and Dana O’Connor – requesting a variance to convert the 
existing crawl space. Jodie Walner and Joseph Lindell – requesting a variance to construct an 
addition to their existing home.​
​
The shoreline space with gravel between the Preserves and Shores of Lake John developments 
leading to the lake was discussed. Ryan shared the space was deemed a green space and a 
request for the City of Annandale to define what ‘green space’ is was an agenda item at the city 
meeting.​
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iii.​ Member Comments/Concerns Brought Forward​

There were no member comments or concerns brought forward by section representatives. 
 
ONGOING BUSINESS​
 
6.​ MIGRATING BOG PERMIT UPDATE STATUS​

A reminder was given that the Migrating Bog Permit applies only to Lake John Association (LJA) 
members. Non-LJA members are responsible for their own DNR permitting as it relates to moving or 
removing bogs. Permitting expectations and communication of LJA members with a BOD member prior to 
removing or moving a bog was discussed to ensure adherence to the permit requirements.; it does not 
cover non-members. Action: Update the permit to reflect current LJA contact information.​
 

7.​ BOD NOMINATIONS​
Nomination Forms were made available for the following positions: President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Section Representatives 1,3 & 5. A nomination deadline of June 13, 2025 was established and nominees 
would be accepted from the floor of the annual meeting as well. Many nominations had already been 
received as of the meeting. 

 
8.​ 2025 SUMMER NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIPS (runs in 2026 Winter Newsletter also) 

a.​ Section Representative Volunteers Needed to Obtain Sponsorships 
Section Representatives are encouraged to assist with obtaining sponsorships. Droegmueller shared that 
to date, $750 in sponsorship funds have been received. Additional sponsors have committed. Last year’s 
sponsors were emailed to inquire about renewals. A sponsorship tracking spreadsheet is being 
maintained and updated. Potential sponsor names should be communicated to Droegemueller by Friday, 
June 13, 2025.​
 

9.​ BOD LIABILITY INSURANCE PURCHASE UPDATE​
An update was provided regarding the D&O insurance quote. The initially estimated cost of $613 was 
revised after further discussion with the insurance agent. The quote reflects coverage through the same 
insurance company used by the LID, but with a different representative. The updated annual premium is 
$971, which includes liability coverage and provides a $1 million limit—comparable to the LID’s policy.​
Motion: To approve the D&O insurance policy at the annual cost of $971.  Seconded and Passed with 
unanimous consent.​
 

10.​ QUICKBOOKS STATUS UPDATE​
Status is ongoing with migrating of data planned to begin after the annual meeting. The cost for the 
quickbooks software is $40 per month. It was noted that an option to have Wright County Finance & 
Taxpayer Services does provide a service to act as a Fiscal Agent for Lake ASsociations and Lake 
Improvement Districts at a contract cost of $125 per month should either organization find they service is 
needed.​
 

11.​ LJA WEBSITE UPDATE​
Kosloski continues to update the website with agenda packets prior to the scheduled meetings and post 
meeting minutes upon approval. Sytsma is using the website webmail feature for mass mailings although 
there are some glitches that are still being worked out.​
 

12.​ ANNUAL MEETING PREPARATIONS  
a.​ Speakers Status - Lake Steward Program, Wake Boat Presentations​

Lake Steward Program & Wake Boat Presentations confirmed. Time allotted - 30 minutes.​
Rich Gallea – confirmed as a speaker; will present for approximately 20–30 minutes.​
John Greenwood – will share information from his own work in progress.​
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Enhanced Wake Activities Presentations​
Enhanced Wake Activities Presentations confirmed. Time allotted - 30 minutes.​
Charles Becker - representing MNCOLA, presenting an abbreviated version of the Safe Wakes content 
(15 minutes). Will cover wake boat concerns and provide related resources.​
Mark Fournier and Amy Chounard will present information as wake boat owners (15 minutes) ​
 

b.​ Planned Communications - Printed Materials - Directory, Ballots, Agenda Packet​
Sytsma shared that ballots and the summer newsletter were planned to be mailed the week of June 
16th. ​
Action: A BOD organizational meeting would be sent out to prepare materials for the annual meeting.​
 

c.​ Agenda Items Review​
The BOD reviewed the annual meeting agenda items and would continue preparing for the annual 
meeting materials.​
 

d.​ Review of 2026 Proposed Budget for Annual Meeting ​
Action: Bigalk would have a 2025 Proposed Budget included with materials for the annual meeting.​
 

e.​ LJA Committees Review & Membership Sign Up at Annual Meeting​
BOD review of the committee list was conducted with BOD consensus to move forward with 
presenting the committee list and sign up for LJA members to increase engagement. 

 
OPEN FLOOR​
Deb Johnson - Biological Survey & Native Plants. Johnson inquired about the status of a biological survey 
related to native plant populations. She noted that Wright County had previously been in the process of 
conducting the survey; however, the effort stalled due to a lack of funding. The BOD was not aware of the 
survey and advised Johnson to contact Wright County Soil & Water Conservation District (WCSWCD) for any 
updates or potential continuation of the study. 
​
Chuck Wachter - Wake Boats - Wachter raised concerns regarding wake boats on Lake John, citing both 
safety and environmental impacts. Wachter shared safety incidents with family and visitors paddleboarders, 
kayaks, and fishermen due to wake boats. Wachter cited manufacturer guidance advising against wake boat 
operation in water less than 20 feet deep, which applies to much of Lake John. Wachter stated he observed a 
few boaters practicing good etiquette but noted many do not, posing risks to others and the shoreline. Wachter 
urged community awareness and discussion on the issue. Wachter referenced recent county ordinances in 
Wisconsin and pending state legislation limiting wake boat use due to ecological damage. He warned that by 
the time Minnesota takes similar action, damage to Lake John may already be significant. Wachter encouraged 
the LJA to consider proactive measures before broader regulation is enacted.​
 
Bob Hackl - Section Assignments - Hackl inquired on the sections assigned to the new developments Shores 
of Lake John and The Preserve at Lake John. The BOD informed Hackl that in 2023 the BOD discussed 
sections due to developments and agreed to absorb the new developments into existing sections rather than 
create a new section. The Preserve properties would be assigned Section 3 while Shores properties would be 
assigned Section 4.​
​
Amy Chounard - Annual Meeting Enhanced Wake presentation - Chounard inquired about preparations for the 
Enhanced Wake presentation planned for the annual meeting. Discussion was had and clarification was 
provided to Chounard in preparation of the presentation.​
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
13.​ 2025 PROPOSED LJA MEMBERSHIP SURVEY​

Sytsma presented a survey for BOD review and input. Discussion included removing a neutral response to 
 
06-09-2025 LJA BOD Meeting Minutes​ ​ ​ Page 4 of 7 



 
survey items, making the survey more comprehensive, survey method (electronic or hard copy), and the 
addition of an open comment/other concerns item to the survey.​
Motion: To move forward with an LJA survey to be announced at the annual meeting, with the removal of 
a neutral option and the addition of open comment/other concerns section added. Seconded and Passed 
with majority consent. 

 
14.​ ADJOURNMENT ​

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Kosloski.​
 

UPCOMING DATES 

2025 LJA 
June 28           Annual LID/LJA Meeting 
July 14             BOD Meeting 
August 11         BOD Meeting 
September 8    BOD Meeting 
 
2026 LJA 
May 11             BOD Meeting 
June 8              BOD Meeting 
June 27            Annual LID/LJA Meeting 
July 13             BOD Meeting 
August 10        BOD Meeting 
September 14  BOD Meeting 
 
 

2025 LID 
June 19             LID Meeting (Thursdays) 
June 28             Annual LID/LJA Meeting 
July 17              LID Meeting 
August 21         LID Meeting 
September 18   LID Meeting 
 
2026 LID 
April 16              LID Meeting 
May 21              LID Meeting 
June 18             LID Meeting 
June 27             Annual LID/LJA Meeting 
July 16              LID Meeting 
August 20         LID Meeting 
September 24  LID Meeting                         

Annual Meeting Location: South Haven Town Hall @ 9:00 am          LJA/LID Regular Meetings: Southside Township Hall @ 6:30pm 

​
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