
 

 LAKE JOHN ASSOCIATION (LJA) ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
JUNE 27, 2026 approximately 9:45 a.m. (following LID meeting) 
South Haven City Hall, 521 Oak Ave, South Haven, MN 55382 

 
Board of Directors (BOD) 

OFFICERS SECTION REPRESENTATIVES 

President Joleen Sytsma Section 1 Dennis Sjoberg 

Vice President Chuck Wachter Section 2 Neysa Silver 

Treasurer Jon Bigalk Section 3 Open 

Secretary Michelle Sutton Section 4 John Greenwood 

 Section 5 Becky Wachter 

 Section 6 Kim Larson 
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Agenda 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
4. INTRODUCTION OF LJA BOD & WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
5. PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS & READING OF LJA OBJECTIVES 

 
6. GUEST SPEAKER – Joe Shneider, President of MN Coalition of Lake Associations (MNCOLA) 

 
7.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. June 28, 2025 Annual Meeting (attached pg 4-8) 

 
8. REPORTS 

a. TREASURER 
i. 2025 Annual Report (attached pg 9-10) 
ii. January 1 - May 31, 2026 Report (attached pg 11-12) 
iii. 2026 Membership To Date 

1. 2025 Member Count = 103 
2. 2026 YTD = 92 

iv. 2027 Proposed Budget (attached pg 13) 
v. 2026 Ice Out Winner 

 
9. LJA COMMITTEES AND MEMBERS SIGN UP 

a. LAKE HEALTH & SAFETY 
i. Water Quality (attached pg 14) 
ii. Water Level Monitoring (attached pg 14) 
iii. Recreational Safety 

1. PWC Mirror Clarification in Summer Newsletter – “Factory-installed or factory specified 
wide-field rearview mirrors are allowed instead of an observer when pulling a skier or 
other device (tube, kneeboard, etc.) but After market mirrors, stick-on mirrors, motorcycle 
mirrors, etc., do not qualify for the observer exemption.” 

b. LAKE STEWARD PROGRAM 
i. Lake John’s Inaugural Lake Stewards: 

1. Bob & Elaine Fleskes 
2. John & Karina Greenwood 
3. Steve & Kelly Kosloski 
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4. Don & Sue Kunelius 
ii. Shoreland Guide to Lake Stewardship - Get your copy provided by your LJA dues 

1. Topics Covered 
a. Sustainable Site Planning 
b. Lake-Friendly Landscaping 
c. Feeding the lawn Feeds the Lake 
d. Reduce Environmental Hazards 
e. Septic System Maintenance 
f. Bring Your Shoreline to Life 
g. Art of the Living Buffer 
h. Good Habits for Great Lakes 
i. Prevent Erosion 
j. Aquatic Plants are NOT Weeds 
k. Watercraft &amp; Equipment Safety 
l. Stop the Spread of AIS 
m. MN Native Wildflowers and Shrubs 
n. Invasive Terrestrial Plants 
o. Aquatic Invasive Plants vs Native Look-alikes 

c. CULVERTS 
i. Culvert Report and Monthly Monitoring 

 
d. WILDLIFE 

i. Loons 
ii. Eagles – Eagle’s nest tree blew down in storm 
iii. Fish stocking – every two years so will be stocked in 2026 

e. MIGRATING BOGS 
i. LJA Bog Permit on LJA Website 
ii. Current situation of bogs and bog removal 
iii. Bog Committee Members Needed 

f. EVENTS PLANNING 
i. LJA Golf Tournament – Saturday, Aug 22 at Southbrook Golf Course 
ii. LJA Stewards Tour in August – date TBD 

 
10. PRESIDENT 

a. ORGANAZATIONAL UPDATES 
i. MN Coalition of Lake Associations (MN COLA) - https://mncola.org/about/ 

1. Position Statement https://mncola.org/wake-surfing/ based on U of M St Anthony Falls 
Research Study findings. See study and videos: https://cse.umn.edu/safl/news/below-
surface-new-study-considers-impacts-powerboats-lakes 

ii. Wright County Coalition of Lake Associations (WC COLA) - https://wrightcola.mnlakesandrivers.org/ 
1. Boat Wrap Recycle Program – WC Recycling Facility, 5538 85th St NW, Maple Lake 

iii. MN Lakes and Rivers Association (MLR) – https://mnlakesandrivers.org/ 
1. 2026 MLR Recommended Wake Boating Area Lake John map – will be posted at public 

access (see map attached pg 15) 
2. MN Legislative update 
3. Become an individual member, lake associations don’t vote in general elections 
4. MLR Aquatic Invaders Summit 2027 – March 9-10, 2027 in St. Paul - 

https://mnlakesandrivers.org/summit27/ 
iv. MN DNR 

1. Boater Education Training - Permit Required if born on or after 07/01/2000 
2. 2026 MNDNR Boating Guide - 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/rlp/regulations/boatwater/boatingguide.pdf 
b. COMMUNITY UPDATES 

i. Lake John Community 
1. Directory - Review for name(s), addresses, email and cell phone accuracy – meant for 

LJA communication and networking ONLY and NOT marketing purposes 
2. Lake John Summer Newsletter 
3. Lake John Association Survey Results – in newsletter and email 

ii. City Water/Sewer Expansion– expansion on pause, city applied for funding and was denied 
iii. New Developments – Shores of Lake John received approval for the second phase for 10 lots 

https://mncola.org/about/
https://mncola.org/wake-surfing/
https://wrightcola.mnlakesandrivers.org/
https://mnlakesandrivers.org/
https://mnlakesandrivers.org/summit27/
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/rlp/regulations/boatwater/boatingguide.pdf
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iv. Solar Field 
1. Wright County approved an Interim Use Permit for a 3-MW solar energy farm by Lake 

John located off 67th Street NW developed by US Solar which occupies 15.6 acres – LJA 
opposed the project due to the proximity to Lake John and presented at the Public 
Hearing 

2. NEW - Southside Township will review a variance request for a new solar farm on 
Nevens Ave NW at the July 7, 2026 Southside Township meeting at 7:00pm. The 
request seeks approval to place the project 1.5 miles from an existing solar farm, 
which does not meet the required two mile setback in county zoning. (see attached map 
pg 16) 

v. Wright County 
1. Data Center Moratorium – Wright County unanimously enacted a one-year emergency 

moratorium on new data center applications allowing the county to study environmental, 
water, and power impacts and establish zoning regulations – LJA Vice President Chuck 
Wachter presented at Public Hearing in support of the 1 year moratorium 

 

OPEN FORUM/LJA MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

11. ACKNOWLEDGE OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS 
a. Joleen Sytsma – President (unless re-elected) 
b. Jon Bigalk – Treasurer 
c. Neysa Silver - Section 2 Representative 
d. Mark Fournier - Section 3 Representative 
e. John Greenwood - Section 4 Representative (unless re-elected) 
f. Kim Larson - Section 6 Representative 

 

12. 2026 ELECTIONS - 2 year terms 
a. ELECTRONIC VOTING DESCRIPTION – CHUCK WACHTER, VP 
b. NOMINEE INTRODUCTIONS AND Q & A 

i. President 
ii. Treasurer 
iii. Section 2 Representative 
iv. Section 4 Representative 
v. Section 6 Representative 
vi. Special Election to Fill Section 3 Representative Vacancy (1 year term) 

 

13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. 4th of July Fireworks – Owens Property: Kat Perkins (2nd place star of The Voice) and The Country Roads Band 

will play at 6pm. Fireworks at dusk 
b. MEETING SCHEDULE – Estimated schedule posted at the end of the agenda 

 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
 

LJA Meetings LID Meetings 

2026 
July 13 - BOD             
September 14 - BOD     
 
 
 

2027 
May 10 - BOD  
June 14 - BOD  
June 26- Annual Membership 
July 12 - BOD  
September 13 - BOD  
 

2026 
July 16 - BOD  
August 20 - BOD  
September 17 - BOD  
 
                       

2027 
April 15 - BOD  
May 20 - BOD  
June 17 - BOD  
June 26 - Annual Meeting 
July 15 - BOD 
August 19 - BOD 
September 16 - BOD 

Annual Meeting Location: South Haven City Hall @ 9:00 am 
LJA/LID BOD Meetings: Southside Township Hall @ 6:30pm 
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Map of proposed Solar field being discussed at the Southside Township meeting on 07/07/26 
 

 
 
 
 
Marilyn Hallstrom: xxxx Nevens Ave NW – PID 217-000-243101 & 217-000-242100. REQUEST: 
Variance as regulated in Section 155.026 & 155.108(C)(18) of Chapter 155, Title XV, Land Usage & 
Zoning of the Wright County Code of Ordinances to allow the siting of a solar farm within a two-mile 
radius of another solar farm. STAFF NOTES: A variance is required because the proposed solar farm 
would be located approximately 1.5 miles from an existing solar farm, which does not meet the 
required two-mile setback.  


